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NOTES FROM THE CHIEF

July 3, 2026
President’s Notes — San Diego Chapter #58

Pontiac/Oakland Club International
Hello all,
WOW what a week of pure Pontiac celebration!

Six of the SDPOCI members met up in Pontiac, Ml the week of 6/21. JC and Sue Dumas,
John and Barbara Pluth, Dave Baker and .

Monday night (6/22), Dave Baker and | caught a redeye flight to Detroit and landed around
5:30AM EST, Tuesday 6/23. We jumped in our rental car and headed for Pontiac, MI.
Google maps tried to steer us up the quickest highway route, but | said, “NOPE we’re
taking Woodward Ave.!” Got checked in to the host hotel in time to follow the tour buses
to the Stahl Motor and Music Museum. The vintage player pianos and pipe organs were
spectacular. The car and automobilia collection were equally impressive.

Later Dave and | went off on our own looking for a long ago, last known address of my
dad’s brother. About 20 miles west of Pontiac, | knocked on the door and the current
owner was not a Whiteman but said he might have contact information somewhere. So, |
gave him my number and later that night | was talking with a cousin | didn’t know | had.

Wednesday (6/24), we were off to the Pontiac Transportation Museum for a history lecture
and tour. Then a brief visit at the PMD garage and the POCI welcome party in downtown
Pontiac.

Thursday (6/25), | attended the Chapter Presidents meeting which was very informative
and | shared some of our club’s standard operating procedures, which was very well
received by Chapters and the National Committee members that chaired this meeting.
Then we went for a sneak peek of the Oakland Expo Center Pontiac Concourse show.

Friday (6/26), Dave B. and | did some local random site seeing of abandoned buildings,
car and bike collections, etc. Then we went off to the Pontiac parade. About 200
Pontiacs, and some GMC’s rolled down Saginaw Blvd. that cuts straight through
downtown Pontiac. That was AWESOME!

Saturday (6/27), the Pontiac Car Show was in full effect at the Oakland Expo Center. The
approximate 350 Pontiacs and a few GMCs was quite a spectacle. Then one final cruise
down Woodward Ave. to the Detroit airport for an afternoon flight home.

What an incredible tribute to the brand that brings us all together.
HAPPY 100™ BIRTHDAY PONTIAC!!! ~ Dave Whiteman / President SDPOCI
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NOTES FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

What a month of Pontiac Excitement! Unfortunately | was unable to attend the annual
POCI Convention in Pontiac, Ml celebrating the 100 Year Anniversary of the Pontiac
marque! A number of our members were fortunate to have experienced the week of
Pontiac celebrations and coverage is provided in the newsletter.

I and my Firebird were able to attend the San Marino Motor Classic, June 14th, held in
Lacy Park, San Marino near Pasadena. The San Marino show this year featured two
Pontiac Performance Wide Track Era classes, one covering the years 1959 - 1968 and
the other covering the years 1969 - 1979. This was my first time attending this event and
it was a great show with many amazing, Concours level automobiles on display. As you
might imagine with the two Pontiac classes there were a number of GTO’s on display
including a 1966 that took home the Best Paint & Finish award, but the star of the show
was a 1962 Ferrari 250 GTO that had recently sold at Mecum Auctions for a whopping
$38.5M! It was the only white (Blanco) 250 GTO produced and was purchased by David
Lee if you are interested in reading about this car on-line. A number of special guests
were also in attendance at the show including Jay Leno and Chip Foose. It was a great
day in the park sharing time with many of our POCI brethren from the SoCal Chapter as
well as other Pontiac aficionados.

| was also lucky to attend the NASCAR Race On The Base, the first ever NASCAR race
to be held on an active US Navy base when NASCAR brought all three of their race
classes to San Diego’s Coronado Naval Air Station the weekend of June 19 - 21! It was a
great experience to see the NASCAR Cup cars racing all-out on the streets of NAS
Coronado! What a way to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the USA!

With these big shows behind us, it’s time to turn our attention to our upcoming Cops &
Rodders Show on September 20! This is our 20th Anniversary Cops & Rodders Fall Pow
Wow and has all the makings of being a great show but we need all our members and
friends of SDPOCI to spread the word, pass out flyers, volunteer for day of show
support, donate raffle prizes and of course get

your registrations in! Updated show flyer with a

QR code for on-line registration is included in the

newsletter and is also available on the

SDPOCI.COM website for download.

Enjoy the ride!
Jim Thomson

SDPOCI Newsletter Editor
jthomson@san.rr.com
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SAN DIEGO POCI CHAPTER #58 MEETING MINUTES

Monthly Club Meeting Minutes — San Diego Chapter #58
PONTIAC/OAKLAND CLUB INT’L
P.O. BOX 1221
POWAY, CA 92074
June 9, 2026 - 6:12 P.M.

Filippi’s Pizza Grotto, Kearny Mesa

President: David Whiteman Vice-President: Brett Stilwagen

Treasurer: Sue Lynn Dumas (Absent) Secretary: Barbara Ann Pluth

Mission Statement

The San Diego Chapter of the Pontiac-Oakland Club International (POCI) was
founded in 1989. We are a club dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of
all models of Pontiacs of all years. We drive ‘em, work on ‘em, restore ‘em, break
‘em, put ‘em back together again and have great fun doing it! We are individuals,
couples, and families that enjoy getting together for a variety of activities.

We host an annual Cops and Rodders Fall Pow Wow car show every summer
and patrticipate as a club in other local and regional shows. We hold annual pool
and Christmas parties, participate in many of the San Diego cruise nights,
organize automotive factory, speed shop and museum tours, and join in a variety
of other events throughout the year.

The cars in the club range from Concourse cars, show cars, daily drivers, drag
racers, and cars undergoing restoration.

Our goal is to have FUN while driving our Pontiacs.

CALL TO ORDER

Dave Whiteman called the meeting to order at 6:12 and welcomed all in attendance.

Minutes

The monthly newsletter had not been distributed at this time and, therefore, the
Minutes had not been read and could not be voted upon.

Treasurer’s Report

J.C. Dumas gave a summary of our income and expenditures. He reported that 11
entries have been received for our car show thus far.

Page 1 of 3
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SAN DIEGO POCI CHAPTER #58 MEETING MINUTES

San Diego Association of Car Clubs

Bill Baugh said the Corvette Club, at the SDACC June meet-up, had won the $500
prize to donate to an entity of their choice. The next SDACC meet-ups will be held
August 4th at Big Kahunas on Palm Avenue, and October 6th at the Taco Shop. He
noted that approximately 30 - 40 people normally attend. Changing the meeting
location was discussed.

The Greatest Show on Earth will be held on September 12 at Clairemont Family
Park. Funds collected pay the insurance premium for all car shows of clubs belonging
to the association.

Upcoming Activities

July 11: Serra Mesa Block Party Car Show at 2721 Grayling Dr. Entries must be
received by July 6. This is a neighborhood block party featuring a Linda Ronstadt
tribute band and offering beer and hot dogs. The proceeds go to the Garden of
Innocence.

June 19-21: NASCAR first-ever race on an active military base at Naval Base
Coronado in San Diego.

June 22-27: 54" Annual POCI International Convention, Pontiac, Michigan,
celebrating the 100™ anniversary of Pontiac Motor Division.

September 20: SDPOCI Cops & Rodders Fall Pow Wow (C&RFPW).

(A full list of 2026 events can be found on the SDACC website.)
www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org

J.C. reported that he had passed out 250 fliers between Escondido’s Cruisin’ Grand
and La Mesa.

He reminded everyone that there’s an impromptu car meet at Kit Carson Park in
Escondido every Sunday morning.

Greg Raymond gave updated information regarding the NASCAR race in Coronado.
The entry fee is $128 per person. He will provide a link to all members for this event.
He said Jay Bittle would not be allowed to put the JBA logo anywhere because
organizers believed it would be in conflict with other promoters. However, the goodwiill
developed between Jay and the organizers this year may be the basis for a different
outcome in the future.

It was noted that J.C. and Sue Dumas, Barb and John Pluth, and possibly Dave
Baker and Greg Raymond would attend the POCI International Convention in June.

Page 2 of 3
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SAN DIEGO POCI CHAPTER #58 MEETING MINUTES

New Business

J.C. held a raffle. Bill Baugh and Liz Stillman each won two tickets to the Del Mar
Fair, being able to enter through the vendor gate.

Greg developed a QR code for the club. Through it a participant can register and pay
fees for our C&RFPW.

Old Business

None.

Racing

None.

Birthday Notification

Bill Baugh is turning 80 years old Saturday, June 13™. In honor of this octogenarian’s
birthday, the club celebrated with a delicious cake brought to the meeting by J.C.

Adjournment

Dave Whiteman adjourned the meeting at 7:14 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
Barbara Pluth

Barbara Pluth, Secretary

Page 3 of 3
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54TH ANNUAL POCI NATIONAL SHOW

JUNE 22 - 27, 2026

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PONTIAC AUTOMOBILE

A number of SDPOCI club members attended the National
POCI Convention held in Pontiac, MI. From all accounts, it
was a great show deserving of the 100th Anniversary of
Pontiac!
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54TH ANNUAL POCI NATIONAL SHOW

JUNE 22 - 27, 2026

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PONTIAC AUTOMOBILE
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54TH ANNUAL POCI NATIONAL SHOW

JUNE 22 - 27, 2026

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PONTIAC AUTOMOBILE

SDPOCI Members enjoying the 100th Anniversary Pontiac
Parade in downtown Pontiac
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54TH ANNUAL POCI NATIONAL SHOW

JUNE 22 - 27, 2026

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PONTIAC AUTOMOBILE
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54TH ANNUAL POCI NATIONAL SHOW

JUNE 22 - 27, 2026

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PONTIAC AUTOMOBILE
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54TH ANNUAL POCI NATIONAL SHOW

JUNE 22 - 27, 2026

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PONTIAC AUTOMOBILE
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54TH ANNUAL POCI NATIONAL SHOW

JUNE 22 - 27, 2026

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PONTIAC AUTOMOBILE

The Pontiac Star Cars exhibit featured both of the Monkee-
mobiles built for the Monkees TV show, the 1969 GTO used in
the movie The Last Ride (filmed in San Diego), the 1978 Fire-
bird driven by James Garner in the Rockford Files, as well as

a number of other Pontiacs used in movies and TV shows
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SAN MARINO MOTOR CLASSIC

JUNE 13, 2026
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SAN MARINO MOTOR CLASSIC

JUNE 13, 2026

Chip Foose
and wife
cruise the San
Marino Motor
Classic!

Jay Leno and
an unknown
celebrity hang-
ing out at the
San Marino
Motor Classic!
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SAN MARINO MOTOR CLASSIC

JUNE 13, 2026

1962 Ferrari
250 GTO
Sold for
$38.5M at
Mecum
Auctions
Jan. 2026
Out of 36 250

GTO’s produced
by Ferrari, this
is the only one

produced in
white (Blanca)
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RECREATING THE LOST “BLUE CAR”

CHAPTER 21

We are pleased to bring the next chapter of a series on Greg
Raymond’s restoration project to build a Tribute to the Royal
Bobcat Blue Car from the March 1964 Car and Driver road
test. This month is Chapter 21 in the build and we have
significant progress to report with the installation of the
drive train and front clip! As you can see on the following
pages, this tribute to the introduction of the 1964 GTO (as
well as to Jim Wangers) is coming along very nicely and will
be a very special, one of a kind muscle machine!

20
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" JBA CARS AND COFFEE

SECOND SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!
NEXT MEET-UP SUNDAY AUGUST 9!
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CLASSIC CARS CAMARADERIE

COURAGE CHARITY

COMMUNITY

WE ARE THE SAN DIEGO PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (SDPOCI), A FUN-
LOVING CHARITY FOCUSED CAR CLUB. IF YOU LOVE PONTIACS, OWN A PONTIAC OR
NOT, YOU CAN JOIN IN ON ALL THE FUN WE HAVE DRIVING OUR CLASSIC CARS ON
CRUISES, GOING TO CAR SHOWS, MEETING FOR PONTIACS & BURGERS, CARS &
COFFEE AT JBA AND OTHER FUN CAR CENTERED EVENTS. WE HAVE A GREAT TIME
PUTTING ON OUR ANNUAL FALL POW WOW CAR SHOW AT THE EMBARCADERO PARK
IN SEAPORT VILLAGE AND WE GATHER FOR A YEARLY HOLIDAY PARTY AND GIFT
EXCHANGE. WE SUPPORT OUR POLICE, MILITARY AND FAMILIES WITH AN ANNUAL
DONATION TO THE SAN DIEGO POLICE MUSEUM, THE FISHER HOUSE AND FLEET
WEEK ORGANIZATION HERE IN SAN DIEGO.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR CAR CLUB?

WE HOLD OUR MONTHLY MEETING AT 6:00 PM ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH
MONTH (EXCEPT DECEMBER & JANUARY) AT FILLIPT'S PIZZA RESTAURANT, 5353
KEARNY VILLA ROAD, SAN DIEGO. COME TO ENJOY DINNER WITH OTHER FELLOW
MEMBERS AND TALK PONTIACS!

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO JOIN THE CLUB CONTACT JC DUMAS AT
619.405.6319, OR y2kchief@att.net

www.sdpoci.com.

WE’LL SEE YOU ON THE ROAD!

33
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SDPOCI CAR & MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

PRINT OUT THIS FORM AND GIVE TO JIM THOMSON

July 2026

OWNER: DOES YOUR PONTIAC HAVE A “"NAME"?

YEAR: MAKE: PONTIAC MODEL: COLOR:

ENGINE: CARBS:

TRANSMISSION: INTERIOR COLOR:

OPTIONS?

POWER STEERING? Y / N AIR CONDITIONING? Y / N POWER BRAKES? Y / N
POWER WINDOWS? Y / N ORIGINAL OR RESTORED?

YEARS OWNED? WHERE DID YOU PURCHASE YOUR PONTAC?

WHY DID YOU BUY YOUR PONTIAC?

WHAT DO YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT YOUR CAR AND WHY?

HOW MUCH DO YOU DRIVE YOUR PONTIAC?

DAILY WEEKENDS SUNNY DAYS CAR SHOWS OTHER

WHAT IMPROVEMENTS HAVE YOU MADE TO YOUR PONTIAC SINCE PURCHASE?

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE MEMORY WITH THIS PONTIAC?

WOULD YOU EVER SELL YOUR PONTIAC? Y / N

WHAT OTHER PONTIACS WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN?

HAVE YOU OWNED ANY OTHER PONTIACS OR COLLECTOR CARS?

ANY OTHER FACTS OR DETAILS ABOUT YOUR PONTIAC:

35
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HELPFUL LINKS

SAN DIEGO PONTIAC CLUB INT'LL www.sdpoci.com
PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INT'Lwww.poci.org
PHS — PONTIAC HISTORICAL SERVICES http://www.phs-online.com/

SAN DIEGO ASSOCIATION OF CAR CLUBS
https://www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org/

GOOD OLE BOYS SAN DIEGO CAR CLUB www.goodoleboyssandiego.com/

GOLDWORKS GALLERY www.goldworksgallery.com
STP BAR & GRILL http://stpbar-n-grill.com/
JBA SPEED SHOP www.jbaspeedshop.com

FRANK’S PONTIAC PARTS www.frankspontiacparts.com
SDPOCI FACEBOOK https://www.facebook.com/groups/297365626982799/
SDPOCI INSTAGRAM https.//www.instagram.com/sandiegopontiacclub/
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SAN DIEGO PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB
CHAPTER 58 OFFICERS CONTACT

PRESIDENT
DAVE WHITEMAN
619.838.1973
dwgolilgto@hotmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
BRETT STILWAGEN
619.630.3259
brettstilwagen@gmail.com

TREASURER

SUE DUMAS

619.405.6318
sdumas4@att.net

SECRETARY
BARBARA PLUTH
760.213.0861
barbnjohnl@cox.net

ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN
J.C. DUMAS
619.405.6319

y2kchief@att.net

CLUB HISTORIAN &
CAR SHOW CHAIRMAN
J.C. DUMAS
619.405.6319
y2kchief@att.net

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
JIM THOMSON
858.203.5490
jthomson@san.rr.com

ASST. NEWSLETTER
EDITOR/WEBMASTER
GREG RAYMOND
619.889.2008
sdweb@cox.net

FALL POW WOW CAR SHOW SEPTEMBER 28, 2025! |
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JOIN THE PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI)

We Invite You To Join!

Keeping The Pontiac Legacy Alive...

Formed in 1972 by a small group of enthusiasts who wanted to pool as much Pontiac and Oakland
information as was possible, the first convention was held the following year in Camp Hill, Pennsyl-
vania. Since then, POCI chapters have formed all over the country and POCI Conventions have
been held every year in a variety of locations. The events include a car show, tech seminars,
presentations, drag racing and a great swap meet. GMC trucks were included in 1998, due to their
close relation to Pontiac.

The club’s magazine, Smoke Signals, also started in 1972 and has evolved into a world-class,
award-winning monthly that continues to raise the bar for non-commercial publications. Smoke Sig-
nals was redesigned in 2006 and again in 2013. Today, it is a 92 to100-page, full-color publication
printed on heavyweight paper and also comes in digital form.

We are very excited with the future of the Pontiac hobby and we invite you to join POCI and start
receiving Smoke Signals. Please note that members get access to download our digital editions
that go all the way back to 2006.

We welcome anyone and everyone with an interest in Pontiacs, Oaklands and GMCs of any age or
type to join us. Just use the membership form provided and get in on the action.

Whether you have an early Pontiac, a muscle-era GTO or Firebird, a full-sized Wide Tracker or
late-model Trans Am, Solstice, or G8, we have a place for you and your car.

We thank you for your time and look forward to seeing you at a POCI event soon!

Annual Membership Fees

Worldwide Electronic-Membership
(downloadable version of Smoke Signals, no magazine is mailed): $25

United States Membership: $45

Outside of U.S. Membership: $74

All memberships except E-memberships come with two free associate memberships. Associate
members are spouse/significant other and/or a dependent child, 19 years old or younger living with
you.

Join Online at www.poci.org -Visa, Mastercard, Discover accepted

Call the Club Office for more information
(763) 479-2111

Web Site: www.poci.org
Facebook: Pontiac Oakland Club
E-Mail: pociworldha@aol.com
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858.495.3395
5675 Kearny Villa Road
San Diego, CA 92123
Email: info@jbaracing.co

m

YOUR AD| YOUR AD
HERE! HERE

YOUR AD
HERE

Articles, letters and editorial
comments found in the War Whoop
newsletter represent the views and
opinions of the individual authors and
are not necessarily those of the San
Diego Pontiac Oakland Club
International or any of its officers or
members.
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Check out our website at
www.sdpoci.com for up to date
information on club activities,

newsletter downloads, membership

forms and owners showcase!

A

SDPOCI

July 2026

SAN DIEGO PONTIAC CLUB

The San Diego Chapter of the Pontiac Oakland Club
International (POCI) was founded in 1989. We are a
club dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of all
models of Pontiacs of all years. We drive ‘em, work on
‘em, polish ‘em, restore ‘em, break ‘em, put ‘em back
together again and have great fun doing it! We are indi-
viduals, couples, and families that enjoy getting togeth-
er for a variety of activities. We host an annual Fall Pow
-Wow car show every summer, and participate as a club
in other local and regional shows. We hold annual pool
and Christmas parties, participate in many of the San
Diego cruise nights, organize automotive factory, speed
shop and museum tours, and join in a variety of other
events throughout the year. The cars in the club range
from Concourse cars, show cars, daily drivers, drag rac-
ers, and cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to

have FUN while driving our Pontiacs.

The War Whoop is the
official publication of the
San Diego Chapter # 58 of
the Pontiac-Oakland Club
International. Please email
articles and associated
pictures to Jim Thomson
at the address below.
Deadline for inclusion in
the next months
newsletter is the 20th of
the preceding month of
publication. Classified ads
for members are free of
charge. For advertising
rates contact the editor, at
jthomson@san.rr.com
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