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NOTES FROM THE CHIEF 

 

 
 
 

August 03, 2023 – President’s Notes 
Hello everyone, the month of July was a fun time for me. I got to travel 
and visit with family and friends in several states in the mid-west.  J.C. 
and I went with John and Barb Pluth to the All Pontiac’s Show in 
Murfreesboro on Saturday July 1st. Unfortunately, they had taken 
down the Club Chapter Displays by then, but our club did win an 
award for our monthly Newsletter.  We met up with Serge and Therese 
DaSilva, who attended the whole week of events in Murfreesboro. 
There were some beautiful cars there and of course J.C. engaged in 
conversations with fellow Ponti-yackers along the way. It was a very 
warm day, but then an intense rain and wind storm blew through and 
really cooled things off.  John Pluth came back inside the hotel lobby 
from the outside entry way because his arm was tired of holding on to 
his hat in the wind.  We then visited with Serge and Theresa for a 
couple of drinks and snacks at their hotel nearby, waiting for the rain 
to subside. 
After our Tennessee adventures, J.C and I drove back up to Chicago 
(in our classic 1999 Cadillac Eldorado Coupe), stopping along the way 
to visit J.C.’s sister Barb in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Leaving there we had 
more storm adventures with really dark skies, heavy wind and rain, 
and storm warnings for hail. Fortunately, we didn’t go through any hail 
with our car. The 4th of July in Chicago suburbs is something to 
experience!  Fireworks of all varieties going off in the streets, 
backyards, porches, and balconies. We had great fun and great food 
hanging with J.C.’s cousins and their friends.  Our friend Laura 
Bunney joined us from Vegas and she was shocked by the displays 
going off.  Only one neighborhood partially burned down in Chicago.  
They sure know how to celebrate the 4th! 
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NOTES FROM THE CHIEF 

 

 
 
 
J.C. flew home from Chicago on the 6th and Laura and I left in the Cadillac 
heading for Michigan and the beginning of our girl’s road trip.  We stayed the 
night in Battle Creek at my friend Lori’s daughter house, picking up Lori, and 
then went on to Pickerington Ohio to have a great rib dinner prepared by my 
brother-in-law George. Some of the highlights of our trip were driving 
through the Shenandoah National Park and walking some of the Appalachian 
Trail (AT), visiting battle fields from the civil war, swimming in a couple of 
lakes, going to a few beaches along the Potomac River and having dinner 
there, going over to Maryland to see the Chesapeake Bay and light house.  
One of the amazing things in Virginia is the Luray Caverns.  Definitely 
something to plan to go see if you’re in the area, it was outrageously 
beautiful!  By the Caverns they also had a hedge maze we had to go though 
(it was on my bucket list).  Another bonus there was a great carriage and 
auto museum. They had some fantastic carriages and wonderful cars from 
the early 1900s.   
After two weeks of touring, we headed back to Ohio for another of George’s 
wonderful dinners. We said goodbye to Judy and George and headed up to 
Michigan the next morning.  We took a drive over to Harsen’s Island in the 
Cadillac and went to Brown’s Bar for a perch fish dinner.  Browns has been 
around forever.  I’ve been going there since I was five with my family on our 
boats. I wasn’t disappointed.  The place was packed, the music was loud, lots 
of boats there, a rain storm blew through while sitting on the outside porch, 
and the perch dinner was great.  Just like old times being with great friends! 
I flew back from Chicago on the 27th.  What a great time I had going to a car 
show in Westmont IL with J.C, the National Pontiac Car Show in 
Murfreesboro, and two great car museums, the Corvette Museum in Bowling 
Green KT, and the Carriage Museum in Luray VA.  I also came across a great 
article on website  www.hotcars.com ‘10 Pontiacs That Defined the Muscle 
Car Era’. It is a good read, enjoy. 
 
Keep on Cruising – Sue Dumas, SDPOCI President  

http://www.hotcars.com
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NOTES FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

 

 

 
 
This month’s issue of War Whoop features activities that our 
President and VP, Sue and J.C. Dumas, attended including the 
POCI Nationals in Murfreesboro, TN; the opening of the NHRA 
Legend Don “The Snake”” Prudhomme display at the San Diego 
Automotive Museum and the 1st Annual Car Show at the 
Westmont Retirement Home in Encinitas. Thanks to J.C. and Sue 
for all the great input and all that you do for the SDPOCI! 
 
Note the “Save The Date” flyer on page 20 of the newsletter! For 
the first time in a long time, there are plans for an official POCI 
Western Regional to be held in Tucson, AZ Nov. 2 - 5! The “Round 
Up” is being hosted by Arizona Chapter #29. Host hotel has not 
been announced yet, stay tuned for further details. 
 
My wife and I spent the better part of July in Central and 
Southern Africa trekking the Volcano Mountains in Rwanda to 
spend quality time with a family of mountain gorillas followed by 
10 days in Botswana on safari. No classic Pontiacs were 
observed but the wildlife we did see was amazing! Easily the best 
trip we have ever taken! 
 
I wish you all a safe and happy summer and 
let’s remember, life is short,  enjoy each day 
with your family, loved ones, friends, 
primates and Pontiacs.  
 
Jim Thomson   
SDPOCI Newsletter Editor 
jthomson@san.rr.com 
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SAN DIEGO POCI CHAPTER #58 MEETING MINUTES 

 
SDPOCI Monthly Club Meeting – 11 July 2023 – Meeting began at 6:40 p.m. 

Opening:  J.C. Dumas opened the meeting as acting President in Sue’s absence.  J.C. 
welcomed all to the meeting. There were 23 people in attendance with six guests 
joining.  J.C. introduced Meghan Fitzsimmons as a potential new member.  Meghan 
drives a green 1952 Pontiac Chieftian that is all original.  
New Business: 
Tom Diot was presented an award given by the POCI for the club monthly newsletter.  
Serge DeSilva received the award for him at the National Convention in Murfreesboro.  
Geoff Fischer gave a report on the new club T-shirt designs, hats, and stickers 
available to be sold to club members.  Monica Valentine was the designing partner.  
J.C. suggested a new vendor for the Cops and Rodders car show. After contentious 
discussion the suggestion was tabled for further review. 
Upcoming Activities: Roland Short offered to host a club barbecue party at his house 
on September 30th beginning at 1:00 p.m.. Roland and Janet will be our hosts.  
Upcoming Events:  Bill mentioned the SDCCC Annual Greatest Show on Turf will be 
held on Saturday, September 9th starting at 9:00 until 3:00 p.m.  Open to all cars, 
trucks, and motorcycles.  Registration is $25 per vehicle. 
J.C. added the Pacific Beach Wild Rides Car Show held in Pacific Beach on Saturday, 
19 August from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Garnet. Charger Steve is presenting this 
one for the 15th year.  Admission is free, registration is $35 for cars and $20 per bike. 
Cruise for the Cure is at the Orange County Fair Grounds.  Car show is happening on 
Saturday, September 9th.   

Treasurer’s Report: Geoff Fischer reported the balance in the club account. 
Old Business: 
J.C. brought up joining Les Chase for lunch sometime at his senior residence in 
Poway. Contact J.C. for Lori Chase’s contact information to make lunch 
arrangements or just to stop by for a visit. 
J.C. brought up volunteers to sign up for the Cops and Rodders Car Show and asked 
for prizes for the opportunity drawing.  The sign-up sheet for volunteers was passed 
around. 
Racing Reports – No racing reports were given. 
Motion to adjourn by: Greg Raymond 
Motion 2nd by: Bill Baugh 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
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POCI NATIONALS 

MURFREESBORO, TN: JUNE 26 - JULY 1 

SDPOCI Officers and members Sue & J.C. Dumas, 

Barbara & John Pluth and Serge & Theresa DaSilva 

at the POCI Nationals 7/1/23. We (J.C. and Sue) only 

spent the day at the Convention, but we had the 

opportunity to see some great Pontiacs and talk to quite 

a few proud owners . 



AWARD WINNING 

SAN DIEGO PONTIAC  

OAKLAND CLUB INT’L                                                                              

7 

AUGUST 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POCI NATIONALS 

 
MURFREESBORO, TN: JUNE 26 - JULY 1 
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POCI NATIONALS 

 

MURFREESBORO, TN: JUNE 26 - JULY 1 
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POCI NATIONALS 

MURFREESBORO, TN: JUNE 26 - JULY 1 



AWARD WINNING 

SAN DIEGO PONTIAC  

OAKLAND CLUB INT’L                                                                              

10 

AUGUST 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POCI NATIONALS 

MURFREESBORO, TN: JUNE 26 - JULY 1 

Ron Burglund, POCI Western Director with 

Serge DaSilva, John Pluth and JC Dumas of 

the San Diego Chapter at the POCI National 

Convention in Murfreesboro Tennessee 
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SAN DIEGO AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUM 

 

NHRA LEGEND DON PRUDHOMME HONOREE 

The San Diego Automotive Museum announced a new 

permanent display honoring NHRA legend and 

champion Don “The Snake” Prudhomme. Prudhomme, 

who has lived in the San Diego area for a quarter 

century after retiring from the sport as a multi-time 

world champion driver and car owner, was honored at 

the grand opening of the display on July 13.  
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SAN DIEGO AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUM 

 

NHRA LEGEND DON PRUDHOMME HONOREE 

SDPOCI VP J.C. Dumas with SDAM Honoree Don Prudhomme 
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WESTMONT RETIREMENT HOME CAR SHOW 

 

JULY 22, 2023 

The Westmont of Encinitas Senior Living Center held their 1st 

annual car show and BBQ on July 22. JC Dumas brought his ‘64 

GTO  Convertible and Rusty and Sylvia Chang brought their 

beautiful, one owner Blue Bird to  the retirement home. 18 classic 

and cars of notoriety were on display. The music was very good and 

the DJ's daughter had a great singing voice. The residents and 

their families thoroughly enjoyed the show! Thank you Angie for 

the invite! 
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CAJON CRUISE NIGHTS, EL CAJON 
 

 WEDNESDAY’S, APRIL 12 - OCT. 25, 5:00 - 7:30 pm 
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LA MESA CLASSIC CAR CRUISE & MUSIC EVENT 
 

 

THURSDAY’S, JUNE 1 - AUG. 31, 5:00—8:00 pm 
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RAMONA AMERICAN GRAFFITI CRUISE NIGHTS 
 

 

THURSDAY’S, APR. 13 - SEPT. 14, 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
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ENCINATAS CRUISE NIGHTS 
 

 

3rd THURSDAY, 5/18, 6/15, 7/20, 8/17, 9/21, 5:30 - 7:30 pm 

FRIDAY’S, JUN 9 - SEPT. 29, 4:00 - 9:00 pm 

CRUISIN’ GRAND, ESCONDIDO CRUISE NIGHTS 
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PONTIAC BACK-IN-THE-DAY 
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PONTIAC BACK-IN-THE-DAY 

Ad courtesy of Auto Club Magazine. 
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JBA CARS AND COFFEE 
 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!  

NEXT MEET-UP AUGUST 13, 2023 
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SAN DIEGO AUTO MUSEUM CARS AND COFFEE 

Cars of all makes and models from owners in the 
community will be on display, while guests enjoy 
free coffee and donuts. The public is invited to 
bring vehicles to show in the parking lot as well. 
Those who attend also can view exhibits on display 
in the museum, for discounted admission of $10 for 
those who arrive before 10 a.m.  

Wake Up to Cars & Coffee at San Diego Auto-
motive Museum Every 3rd Sunday of Month 
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UNIVERSITY CITY CARS AND COFFEE 

University City (UC) has been hosting a C&C on the last Saturday of 
the month for a few years but like everything else in life, it was on 
hiatus for the better part of 2020 and 2021. Good news, it is now 

back in full swing! It is held in the parking lot of the Sprouts 
Marketplace shopping complex on the west end of Governor Drive 
and goes from 8:00 to 10:00 am. A local realtor sponsors the event 

and provides coffee and donuts. Event must end by 10:00 am as that 
is the time the business’s open on Saturdays. It is low key compared 

to our favorite JBA C&C, no burn outs and usually max’s out at 
about 20—25 cars. But you get a wide variety of cars, everything 
from MG’s, VW vans, flat top Ford pick-ups, 60’s T-birds and 

Cadillacs and yes, a fair share of muscle cars. Besides the provided 
coffee and donuts, there is a Starbucks and a Mexican food shop, 
Primos, that serves up a pretty tasty breakfast burrito. Definitely 

worth checking out! 
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WE ARE THE SAN DIEGO PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (SDPOCI), A FUN-

LOVING  CARITY FOCUSED CAR CLUB. IF YOU LOVE PONTIACS, OWN A PONTIAC OR 

NOT, YOU CAN JOIN IN ON ALL THE FUN WE HAVE DRIVING OUR CLASSIS CARS ON 

CRUISES, GOING TO CAR SHOWS, MEETING FOR PONTIACS & BURGERS, CARS & 

COFFEE AT JBA AND OTHER FUN CAR CENTERED EVENTS. WE HAVE A GREAT TIME 

PUTTING ON OUR ANNUAL FALL POW WOW CAR SHOW AT THE EMBARCADERO PARK 

IN SEAPORT VILLAGE AND WE GATHER FOR A YEARLY HOLIDAY PARTY AND GIFT 

EXCHANGE. OUR CAR CLUB PERFORMS HIGHWAY CLEANUP COMMUNITY SERVICE, 

WE SUPPORT OUR MILITARY AND FAMILIES WITH AN ANNUAL DONATION TO THE 

FISHER HOUSE HERE IN SAN DIEGO. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR CAR CLUB? 

WE HOLD OUR MONTHLY MEETING AT 6:00 PM ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH 

MONTH (EXCEPT DECEMBER & JANUARY) AT FILLIPI’S PIZZA RESTAURANT, 5353 

KEARNY VILLA ROAD, SAN DIEGO. COME TO ENJOY DINNER WITH OTHER FELLOW 

MEMBERS AND TALK PONTIACS.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO JOIN THE CLUB CONTACT JC DUMAS, VICE 

PRESIDENT AT 619.405.6319, OR sdpoci@hotmail.com. 

www.sdpoci.com. 

WE’LL SEE YOU ON THE ROAD! 

 

 

   CLASSIC CARS                               CAMARADERIE 

 

       

                

      COURAGE                                            CHARITY 

 

COMMUNITY                                 

mailto:sdpoci@hotmail.com
http://www.sdpoci.com
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HELPFUL LINKS 
SAN DIEGO PONTIAC CLUB INT’L  www.sdpoci.com 

PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INT’L www.poci.org 

PHS – PONTIAC HISTORICAL SERVICES http://www.phs-online.com/ 

SAN DIEGO ASSOCIATION OF CAR CLUBS

 https://www.sandiegoassociationofcarclubs.org/ 

GOOD OLE BOYS SAN DIEGO CAR CLUB www.goodoleboyssandiego.com/ 

GOLDWORKS GALLERY  www.goldworksgallery.com 

STP BAR & GRILL  http://stpbar-n-grill.com/ 

JBA SPEED SHOP  www.jbaspeedshop.com 

FISHER HOUSE  https://www.sandiegofisherhouse.org/ 

SDPOCI FACEBOOK https://www.facebook.com/groups/297365626982799/ 

SDPOCI INSTAGRAM https://www.instagram.com/sandiegopontiacclub/ 

  

 

http://www.sdpoci.com
http://www.poci.org
http://www.phs-online.com/
http://www.goodoleboyssandiego.com/%0d
http://www.goldworksgallery.com
http://stpbar-n-grill.com/
http://www.jbaspeedshop.com
https://www.sandiegofisherhouse.org/%0d
https://www.instagram.com/sandiegopontiacclub/
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PRESIDENT 

 SUE DUMAS  

619.405.6318 

sdumas4@att.net 

 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

 J.C.DUMAS 

619.405.6319 

y2kchief@att.net 

 

 

TREASURER 

  GEOFF FISCHER (Acting) 

619.318.3497 

1969firebird455@gmail.com 

Volunteer needed! 

 

SECRETARY 

J.C. DUMAS (Acting) 

Volunteer needed! 

 

ACTIVITIES  

CHAIRMAN 

 ROLAND SHORT   

619.609.1349   

roland52153@gmail.com 

CAR SHOW  

COORDINATOR 

J.C. DUMAS 

Assistant needed! 

 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

JIM THOMSON 

858.203.5490 

jthomson@san.rr.com 

SAN DIEGO PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB  

CHAPTER 58 OFFICERS CONTACT 

FALL POW WOW CAR SHOW OCTOBER 23, 2022!! 

mailto:hemiboy@msn.com
mailto:sdpoci@hotmail.com
mailto:roland52153@gmail.com
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JOIN THE PONTIAC OAKLAND CLUB INTERNATIONAL (POCI) 

We Invite You To Join!  

Keeping The Pontiac Legacy Alive… 

Formed in 1972 by a small group of enthusiasts who wanted to pool as much Pontiac and Oakland 
information as was possible, the first convention was held the following year in Camp Hill, Pennsyl-
vania. Since then, POCI chapters have formed all over the country and POCI Conventions have 
been held every year in a variety of locations.  The events include a car show, tech seminars, 
presentations, drag racing and a great swap meet. GMC trucks were included in 1998, due to their 
close relation to Pontiac. 

The club’s magazine, Smoke Signals, also started in 1972 and has evolved into a world-class, 
award-winning monthly that continues to raise the bar for non-commercial publications. Smoke Sig-
nals was redesigned in 2006 and again in 2013. Today, it is a 92 to100-page, full-color publication 
printed on heavyweight paper and also comes in digital form. 

We are very excited with the future of the Pontiac hobby and we invite you to join POCI and start 
receiving Smoke Signals. Please note that members get access to download our digital editions 
that go all the way back to 2006. 

We welcome anyone and everyone with an interest in Pontiacs, Oaklands and GMCs of any age or 
type to join us. Just use the membership form provided and get in on the action. 

Whether you have an early Pontiac, a muscle-era GTO or Firebird, a full-sized Wide Tracker or 
late-model Trans Am, Solstice, or G8, we have a place for you and your car. 

We thank you for your time and look forward to seeing you at a POCI event soon! 

Annual Membership Fees 
 

Worldwide Electronic-Membership 
(downloadable version of Smoke Signals, no magazine is mailed): $25 

 
United States Membership: $45 

 
Outside of U.S. Membership: $74 

All memberships except E-memberships come with two free associate memberships. Associate 
members are spouse/significant other and/or a dependent child, 19 years old or younger living with 

you. 

Join Online at www.poci.org -Visa, Mastercard, Discover accepted 

Call the Club Office for more information 
(763) 479-2111 

Web Site: www.poci.org 

Facebook: Pontiac Oakland Club 

E-Mail: pociworldhq@aol.com 

https://secure.poci.org/POCI_Membership.cfm
https://secure.poci.org/
mailto:%20pociworldhq@aol.com
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YOUR AD 

HERE 

   

YOUR AD 

HERE 

Articles, letters and editorial comments found in the War Whoop newsletter represent the views and opinions of the individual  authors and are not necessarily those of the San Diego Pontiac Oakland Club International or any of its officers 

or members.  

 

858.495.3395 

5675 Kearny Villa Road 

San Diego, CA 92123 

Email: info@jbaracing.co

m 

YOUR AD HERE! 

 

Contributors to this 

Issue: 

Greg Raymond 

J.C. Dumas 

tel:858.495.3395
https://jbaspeedshop.com/contact.html
https://jbaspeedshop.com/contact.html
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SAN DIEGO PONTIAC CLUB  

The San Diego Chapter of the Pontiac Oakland Club 

International (POCI) was founded in 1989. We are a 

club dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of all 

models of Pontiacs of all years. We drive ‘em, work on 

‘em, polish ‘em, restore ‘em, break ‘em, put ‘em back 

together again and have great fun doing it! We are indi-

viduals, couples, and families that enjoy getting togeth-

er for a variety of activities. We host an annual Fall Pow

-Wow car show every summer, and participate as a club 

in other local and regional shows. We hold annual pool 

and Christmas parties, participate in many of the San 

Diego cruise nights, organize automotive factory, speed 

shop and museum tours, and join in a variety of other 

events throughout the year. The cars in the club range 

from Concourse cars, show cars, daily drivers, drag rac-

ers, and cars undergoing restoration. Our goal is to 

have FUN while driving our Pontiacs. 

The War Whoop is the 

official publication of the 

San Diego Chapter # 58 of 

the Pontiac-Oakland Club 

International. Please email 

articles and associated 

pictures to Jim Thomson 

at the address below. 

Deadline for inclusion in 

the next months 

newsletter is the 20th of 

the preceding month of 

publication. Classified ads 

for members are free of 

charge. For advertising 

rates contact the editor, at 

jthomson@san.rr.com  

 

Check out our website at 

www.sdpoci.com for up to date 

information on club activities, 

newsletter downloads, membership 

forms and owners showcase! 

SDPOCI 


